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Ponders how the good news of Jesus Christ is made known in our world today.The New
Church’s Teaching series has been one of the most recognizable and useful sets of books in the
Episcopal Church. With the launch of the Church’s Teachings for a Changing World series,
visionary Episcopal thinkers and leaders have teamed up to write a new set of books, grounded
and thoughtful enough for seminarians and leaders, concise and accessible enough for
newcomers, with a host of discussion resources that help readers to dig deep.This third volume
introduces Episcopal theology with the question "Can you capture the good news of Jesus
Christ in a tweet?" Author Jesse Zink thinks so: “You are loved with a love unlike anything
else―now, go show that love to others. Huge oceans of meaning lie under each word, and his
new book welcomes readers into those depths.Each chapter takes a different aspect of
Christian faith―God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Creation and Humanity, Baptism, Church, Eucharist,
Mission, and the Hope of the World to Come―and links history and tradition with real world
experience.

About the AuthorJesse Zink is a priest of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts and director of
the Cambridge Centre for Christianity Worldwide in Cambridge, England. A former missionary in
South Africa, he is the author of two previous books on theology, mission, and the global church.
He lives in Montreal, Quebec.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.A Faith for
the FutureVolume 3 in the Church's Teachings for a Changing World SeriesBy Jesse A.
ZinkChurch Publishing IncorporatedContentsIntroduction,Chapter 1: God,Chapter 2: Creation,
Humanity, and Sin,Chapter 3: Jesus of Nazareth,Chapter 4: Jesus the Christ,Chapter 5: The
Holy Spirit and the Trinity,Chapter 6: Baptism,Chapter 7: Church,Chapter 8: Eucharist,Chapter 9:
Mission,Chapter 10: The End,Conclusion,Additional Resources,The Nicene Creed,Further
Reading,CHAPTER 1GodOn Sundays in most Episcopal churches, just after the sermon, the
priest invites the congregation to stand and "affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed."
The people rise and say together a string of sentences that begins, "We believe in one God, the
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth."This is the Nicene Creed, the product of a series of
church councils in the fourth and fifth centuries. Over many years, early Christian bishops and
leaders came together to sort out (and resort out) some of the most basic theological beliefs
about the God they believed to be Triune — literally, three-in-one. They structured the creed to
reflect the three divine persons who make up one God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
We'll return to these relationships in later chapters. This opening affirmation about God orients
the Christian faith.There is a God. This God is a being who is both uniquely and definitively other
to our human existence, and at the same time intimately involved in our lives. God is both the
Almighty, Creator of all that is, seen and unseen, and also so lovingly attentive to us that we



relate to this God with the familiarity of a parent.Moreover, the Christian God is the "one" God. In
the cultural ferment of the Roman Empire, there was a raft of competing religious traditions, all
demanding fidelity to their particular god or gods. But Christians asserted faithfulness to a
particular God, the God who was revealed in and through Jesus Christ. The God of Jesus Christ
was not new. Jesus's God was the God of the Jewish people, the God known as Yahweh, who
had called a people named Israel into being and sent them into the world to make God's glory
known. When early Christians affirmed that they, too, believed in this "one God," they affirmed
that the history of God's dealings with the people of Israel in the Old Testament was about them
as well.Creator and Covenant-MakerThe collection of laws, historical accounts, prophetic
testimonies, poetry, proverbs, and much else that make up the Old Testament offer a place to
begin thinking about the one God of the Christian faith. The Old Testament teaches us that God
is not distant and removed. Instead, God acts in the world.The first of these actions is creation.
Out of nothing, God created the earth, the heavens, and all that is in them (Genesis 1–2).
Nothing forced God to create. God created out of God's great love. And when God created, God
looked at this new creation and said it was good. God acts out of love and God's love results in
deep and profound goodness. Humans are made in the image of this God, which means we are
made to be loving, good, and creative forces, too.God also acts to create covenants with the
people God has created. From ancient ancestors like Noah and Abraham and Sarah, to Moses,
David, and others, God makes agreements. While the details are different
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Copyright © 2016 by Jesse ZinkAll rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the written permission of
the publisher.Unless otherwise noted, the Scripture quotations contained herein are from the
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.Morehouse Publishing, 19 East 34th Street, New York, NY 10016Morehouse
Publishing is an imprint of Church Publishing Incorporated.Cover design by Laurie Klein
WesthaferInterior design and typesetting by Beth Oberholtzer DesignLibrary of Congress
Cataloging-in-Publication DataZink, Jesse A.A faith for the future / Jesse A. Zink.pages cm. —
(The church’s teachings for a changing world series ; Volume 3)Includes bibliographical
references.BX5930.3.Z56 2016230'.3—dc232015031355ContentsIntroductionChapter 1:
GodChapter 2: Creation, Humanity, and SinChapter 3: Jesus of NazarethChapter 4: Jesus
the ChristChapter 5: The Holy Spirit and the TrinityChapter 6: BaptismChapter 7:
ChurchChapter 8: EucharistChapter 9: MissionChapter 10: The EndConclusionAdditional
ResourcesThe Nicene CreedFurther ReadingIntroductionFor two thousand years, people have
sought to make sense of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, an itinerant
Jewish teacher who was remembered by his followers as the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed
One of God. From the earliest apostles, through desert monastic communities, into medieval
cathedrals and academic theologians at the center of worldly power, and on to the present day,
through division, discord, and schism, the followers of Jesus have sought to put into thoughts
and words what we understand about the God of Jesus Christ. This is theology: reason or
speech (logos) about God (theos). Whether explicit or not, all followers of Jesus have theological
beliefs. These beliefs undergird the life of our Christian communities.Christians in The Episcopal
Church inherit this long tradition of theology. This rich and fertile history is one of the reasons I
am an Episcopalian. But I also know that we look toward a future church whose outlines are
uncertain. Many people long to be connected with the transcendent, with the divine, and with
one another, but fewer and fewer seem interested in organized religion or, more disturbingly, can
see how it is relevant to their lives. Economic growth and consumption dominate our lives,
upending existing relations, the environment, and the global economy. The only thing that seems
for sure is that the situation is changing rapidly.The tradition of faith Episcopalians inherit is
linked with the future church emerging in our midst. Our theological heritage is not something to
be confined to a dusty back room; it is to be put at the center of our life together, where these
ancient ideas continue to be relevant to our work for a future church. Grounded in theology,
Episcopalians can move into the future to which God calls us.Theology and Mission, Mission
and TheologyNot everyone shares these ideas. Many people assume theology is the preserve
of a special elite. Whether priests in their pulpits or academics in their ivory towers, it is easy to



think theological reflection is reserved for a minority of Christians and, in some cases, is only
dubiously linked to the life of the church.Such ideas would have struck early Christians as
decidedly odd. For instance, in the course of spreading the gospel message far and wide, Peter
and Paul, two early followers of Jesus, encountered the vexing question of what role non-Jewish
converts could take in the nascent Christian community. The issue generated intense theological
controversy, recorded in the Acts of the Apostles and in Paul’s letters to various Christian
communities. At the heart of the church’s life, people were engaging in theological reflection that
led to a new understanding of the expansiveness of God’s love made known in Jesus
Christ.Peter and Paul remind us of another important aspect of theology. Theology starts with
telling other people about Jesus—what we call evangelism. Paul never would have taught about
how Jesus Christ is for all people if he had kept that good news to himself. Likewise, in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, European missionaries in foreign lands encountered new
practices and customs, which inspired them to reflect on what was central to the Christian
gospel and what were merely cultural add-ons. It was only when I began to work as a missionary
of The Episcopal Church in South Africa that I found it necessary to seriously reflect on what I
believed and how I saw God’s love at work around me. When people ask me how they explain
their faith to a non-Christian friend who teases them for going to church, that is a question that
needs a theological answer. It is at the frontiers of our faith communities and the edges of our
comfort zones that we find the most fertile ground for theological reflection.Theology is best done
—indeed, only done—when it is linked to the active work of telling others about the good news
of Jesus Christ. Evangelism—or mission, a related word that refers to our being sent to share
this good news—goes hand in hand with theology. Each informs the other. In theological
reflection, we are emboldened to go forward in mission. In mission, we discover material for
theological reflection. The theology of our future church is inseparable from our mission in a
changing world.Sources for TheologyOutlining a theology of The Episcopal Church is not
straightforward. Other denominations have clear statements of faith. Episcopalians subscribe to
an ecumenical set of creeds that ground the life of the church. We have important theologians,
past and present, whom earlier volumes in this series have discussed (see Volume 1, The
Episcopal Way, and Volume 2, The Episcopal Story: Birth and Rebirth). Over the centuries since
the English Reformation, people like Richard Hooker, F. D. Maurice, Michael Ramsey, and
Rowan Williams in England; William Porcher DuBose, William Stringfellow, and Kathryn Tanner
in the United States; and many others around the world have influenced Anglican and Episcopal
theology, but none has an exclusive shaping power.Episcopalians are fond of saying our
theology is rooted in prayer. A famous dictum is lex orandi, lex credendi, which literally translates
as “the law of praying is the law of believing.” More loosely, we can say, “praying shapes
believing.” Episcopalians often suggest that if you want to know what we believe, come pray with
us. Long before I became a missionary or thought about ordination, I was a child growing up in
church. Every week I was wrapped up in Episcopal liturgies—the forms of worship and prayer we
use—that began to teach me how we reason about and offer worship to the God of Jesus Christ.



The Book of Common Prayer that contains those liturgies, therefore, is a basic source for this
book.Another important source of Episcopal theology is the creeds that emerged in the first few
centuries of the church’s life. A creed is a statement of belief, from the Latin word “credo”
meaning “I believe.” As part of our Sunday worship, Episcopalians recite the Nicene Creed. It is
the product of a series of meetings among some early Christian leaders who came together to
spell out how they understood the good news of Jesus Christ. The first of these meetings was
held at Nicaea in what is now Turkey, starting in 325. The meetings were contentious. Some who
were invited chose not to participate. Others who did participate were condemned as heretics.
Yet over time their work came to shape the church as it developed in the Roman Empire,
continental Europe, and eventually in North America. (Separate but related strands of
theological reasoning shaped Christians farther east, leading to distinct traditions as far as India
and China within only a few centuries of Christ’s death. But the focus of this book is The
Episcopal Church, whose heritage is predominantly western.) By reciting the Nicene Creed on
Sundays, Episcopal congregations are a living link to this tradition.Underlying both the liturgies
of the prayer book and the creeds is, of course, the Bible, the record of God’s dealings with the
world. The Bible is the root of theology in The Episcopal Church. It contains, Episcopalians
believe, “all things necessary to salvation.”1 This does not mean everything in the Bible is
necessary for salvation. Nor does it mean the Bible speaks with a single voice on every
question. Different gospels highlight different aspects of Jesus’s ministry. In places, Paul’s letters
express one approach to theology while James’s letter expresses another. But the affirmation
that the Bible contains all things necessary for salvation means Episcopalians can tell a
complete story about the workings of God and its relation to our lives based on Scripture. And
so, in thinking about theology, mission, and the life of the church, we will turn repeatedly to
Scripture, prayer, and the creeds.The Good NewsThe New Testament speaks of growth in the
Christian faith. It’s a good metaphor. I’ve known Christians who are mature in the faith. And I’ve
known others who are younger, still developing. This status doesn’t necessarily correspond with
one’s age. In any community, different people from different walks of life will be at different
stages along a theological journey. It’s a journey of allowing God to speak to, in, and through
us.Think of this book as a tool to help you grow a little bit further in faith, and to outline the beliefs
that make up the Christian faith as it is understood in The Episcopal Church. It is not a work of
systematic theology or a treatise on doctrine, nor is it the definitive understanding of theology in
The Episcopal Church. Instead, this book offers a reading of Episcopal liturgy, the creeds, and
the Bible in a way that responds to the nature of the world in the twenty-first century.Put
differently, I want in this book to share the good news of Jesus Christ and to help others discover
more fully how The Episcopal Church understands it. The earliest Christians believed that in the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the God who created the world and called Israel to
be God’s people had proclaimed something new, different—and good. They called this gospel,
or evangelion, meaning “good news.” What God did in and through Christ was not only new, it
was genuinely, uniquely, wonderfully good. Whatever else we want to say about Christian



theology, at its core we will find something that is both good and new.We can summarize that
gospel in a single word: grace. Grace is the love of God made known in Jesus Christ. It is a love
like no other. It is a love that transforms our very being. It is a love that we cannot earn; through
no action of our own can we become worthy of it. At the most basic level, God’s orientation
toward the world is deeply and profoundly one of love. This good news speaks as powerfully to a
twenty-first-century world as it did to a first-century world. Followers of Christ have to hear, listen,
and discern that good news in our own contexts, so that we can then share it with others.In the
twenty-first century, there is constant pressure to communicate in ever shorter sentences and
thoughts. The length of a tweet—140 characters—has become the new normal. But for
Christians who have always believed in a core gospel, tweeting is no problem. So here is one
way to summarize the good news of Jesus Christ in a tweet: “You are loved with a love unlike any
else that leads to a life unlike any else—now go, show that love & life to others. #grace
#gospel” (That’s 134 characters, actually.)As with many tweets, huge oceans of meaning lie
under each word. It is in this ocean of theology and mission that this book swims.TO
PONDERTheology is thinking about God. What moments in your life have led you to think about
God? In other words, in what ways are you already a theologian?What do you make of the
concept “lex orandi, lex credendi”? Do you pray, in any way? If so, how does that shape or reflect
what you believe about God?How would you summarize the content of the Christian good news
in 140 characters or less?1. Bishops, priests, and deacons affirm this when they are ordained
(BCP, 513). The phrase is part of the four affirmations in the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral of
1886 and 1888, which sets out the core beliefs of The Episcopal Church in seeking ecumenical
relations with other Christians (BCP, 877).Chapter 1GodOn Sundays in most Episcopal
churches, just after the sermon, the priest invites the congregation to stand and “affirm our faith
in the words of the Nicene Creed.” The people rise and say together a string of sentences that
begins, “We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”This is the
Nicene Creed, the product of a series of church councils in the fourth and fifth centuries. Over
many years, early Christian bishops and leaders came together to sort out (and resort out) some
of the most basic theological beliefs about the God they believed to be Triune—literally, three-in-
one. They structured the creed to reflect the three divine persons who make up one God: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We’ll return to these relationships in later chapters. This
opening affirmation about God orients the Christian faith.2There is a God. This God is a being
who is both uniquely and definitively other to our human existence, and at the same time
intimately involved in our lives. God is both the Almighty, Creator of all that is, seen and unseen,
and also so lovingly attentive to us that we relate to this God with the familiarity of a
parent.Moreover, the Christian God is the “one” God. In the cultural ferment of the Roman
Empire, there was a raft of competing religious traditions, all demanding fidelity to their particular
god or gods. But Christians asserted faithfulness to a particular God, the God who was revealed
in and through Jesus Christ. The God of Jesus Christ was not new. Jesus’s God was the God of
the Jewish people, the God known as Yahweh, who had called a people named Israel into being



and sent them into the world to make God’s glory known. When early Christians affirmed that
they, too, believed in this “one God,” they affirmed that the history of God’s dealings with the
people of Israel in the Old Testament was about them as well.Creator and Covenant-MakerThe
collection of laws, historical accounts, prophetic testimonies, poetry, proverbs, and much else
that make up the Old Testament offer a place to begin thinking about the one God of the
Christian faith. The Old Testament teaches us that God is not distant and removed. Instead, God
acts in the world.The first of these actions is creation. Out of nothing, God created the earth, the
heavens, and all that is in them (Genesis 1–2). Nothing forced God to create. God created out of
God’s great love. And when God created, God looked at this new creation and said it was good.
God acts out of love and God’s love results in deep and profound goodness. Humans are made
in the image of this God, which means we are made to be loving, good, and creative forces,
too.God also acts to create covenants with the people God has created. From ancient ancestors
like Noah and Abraham and Sarah, to Moses, David, and others, God makes agreements. While
the details are different, the basic idea of covenant is summed up in what God says through the
prophet Jeremiah: “you shall be my people, and I will be your God” (Jeremiah 30:22; also
Exodus 6:7 and Leviticus 26:12). God lovingly chooses a particular group of people through
whom God will act in the world, first by promising Abraham that he will become the father of a
multitude of descendants. That promise is realized in the Hebrew people who settle in Egypt,
and yet again when Moses leads them out of Egypt with the promise of a new land and a better
home. By worshipping God and working to bring about the kind of society God desires, these
chosen people will be blessed by God.
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Terri L Bays, “Five Stars. I am using this book as a guide in my adult confirmation class!”

Steve T, “Five Stars. Great - and helpful for the church and faith addressing a changing culture
with timeless truth.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. Great”

Patricia Marie Kellam, “Five Stars. Good”
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